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TAGS: EAID 

SUB J : CHADIAN TELECOMMUNICATIONS PROJECT PROPOSAL 

REF: NDJAMENA 21 12 AND 2191 

1. AMBASSADOR'S MEETING AUGUST 20 WITH MINISTER FOREIGN 
AFFAIRS AND COOPERATION WAS REQUESTED BY AMB PRINCIPALLY FOR 
DISCUSSION UN AFFAIRS. MINISTER USED OCCASION. HOWEVER, 

TO WEAR HIS "COOPERATION" HAT AND BRING UP SUBJECT TF.LF.COM- 
MUNIC ATION S PROJECT IN CHAD. MINISTER TELECOMMUNICATIONS MAHAMAT 
AT MEETING TO ONCE AGAIN PRESENT CHADIAN CASE. MAHAMAT MADE 
PRESENTATION SIMILAR REFTELS, ADDING THAT HE HOPED IT WOULD 
BE POSSIBLE FOR USG ENCOURAGE GTE REPRESENTATIVES VISIT CHAD 
IN VERY NEAR FUTURE, POSSIBLY IN COMING WEEKS BEFORE FOREIGN 
MINISTER KAMOUGUE VISITS WASHINGTON IN CONJUNCTION ATTENDANCE 
AT UNGA, FOR REVIEW STATUS OF PROJECT AND TO UPDATE SOME 
TECHNICAL ASPECTS OF EARLIER PROJECT PREPARED IN 1971. 

AMBASSADOR STATED THAT MINISTER MAHAMAT'S CONVERSATION WITH 
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PRESENT DISCUSSION. 

2. COMMENT: THERE IS NO QUESTION BUT THAT INTERNAL COMMUNICA- 
TIONS IS PRESSING NEED IN CHAD, NOR THAT IMPROVED COMMUNICATIONS 
CAN IMPROVE HOPE OF INCREASED POLITICAL STABILITY IN REMOTE 
AREAS WHICH, AS PRESIDENT MALLOUM HAS POINTED OUT TO EMB, IS 
PREREQUISITE FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT. WHILE PROMOTION OF 
EXPORT OF US EQUIPMENT WOULD BE A PLUS, SEEMS DOUBTFUL THAT 
PROJECT VIABLE ON PURELY COMMERCIAL TERMS AND THAT CONSIDERABLE 
CONCESSIONARY FINANCING WOULD BE REQUIRED. AS AMBASSADOR, 

CDO, AND EMBOFFS HAVE ATTEMPTED TO MAKE CLEAR TO ALL LEVELS 
OF GOC, NOT EVIDENTLY COMPLETELY SUCCESSFULLY TO DATE, 
POSSIBILITIES OF ASSISTANCE BY AID IS LARGELY LIMITED TO PARTI 
CULAR AREAS SUCH AS AGRICULTURE. OTHER INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECTS, 
WHILE OFTEN WORTHWHILE, BEYOND SCOPE OF CURRENT SAHELIAN 
PROGRAM. 

EMBASSY RECOMMENDS FOLLOWING ACTIONS FOR CONSIDERATION DEPT: 

(1) CONVEY TO GENERAL TELEPHONE AND ELECTRONICS GOC HOPE AS 
EXPRESSED TO AMB AUG 20 THAT GTE MIGHT SEND EXPERT(S) CHAD VERY 
NEAR FUTURE; (2) DURING KAMOUGUE VISIT WASHINGTON DEPT COORDINATE 
VISIT TO EXIM BANK FOR FOREIGN MINISTER INCLUDING IF APPROPRIATE 
GTE REPRESENTATIVES; AND (3) MAKE PARTICULAR POINT IN ANY SENIOR 
LEVEL STATE OR AID MEETINGS WITH KAMOUGUE THAT LIMITATIONS EXIST 
ON WAYS US AID MAY ASSIST AND REASONS THEREFORE (SUCH AS 
CONGRESSIONAL MANDATE). 
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